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pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7942 of October 7, 2005

National School Lunch Week, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Since 1946, the National School Lunch Program has contributed to the
welfare of our Nation’s youth and the academic mission of our schools.
Each year during National School Lunch Week, we recognize this valu-
able program and highlight the continuing importance of providing
America’s children with access to nutritious meals.

Today, nearly 100,000 public and private schools and residential child
care institutions are implementing the National School Lunch Program,
providing fresh fruits and vegetables, milk, and other nutritious food
choices to an average of 29 million children each school day. The
School Breakfast Program and the availability of after-school snacks as
part of the School Lunch Program give children additional opportuni-
ties to receive a more wholesome diet.

Through the National School Lunch Program, school officials and food
service professionals continue to demonstrate their dedication to our
Nation’s youth. To support these efforts, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Team Nutrition provides important nutrition education pro-
grams for children and technical training programs for food service
professionals to assist them in preparing healthy school lunches. The
National School Lunch Program also supports the HealthierUS School
Challenge, an initiative that recognizes schools and local communities
for actively promoting healthy lifestyles. By encouraging healthy eating
habits and access to nutritious food, we are helping America’s young
people succeed in school, and we are helping protect them against
childhood obesity, diabetes, and the risk of other serious health prob-
lems later in life.

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Pro-
gram to the health, education, and well-being of America’s children,
the Congress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87–
780), as amended, has designated the week beginning on the second
Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National School Lunch Week,’’;
and has requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance
of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9 through October 15,
2005, as National School Lunch Week. I call upon all Americans to
join the dedicated individuals who administer the National School
Lunch Program in appropriate activities that support the health and
well-being of our Nation’s children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
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pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7943 of October 7, 2005

Leif Erikson Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than 1,000 years ago, Leif Erikson left the coast of Greenland and
began a journey to explore new lands. He made that voyage in the spir-
it of discovery and became one of the first Europeans known to have
reached North America, inspiring stories of bountiful lands and chart-
ing a way for future explorers to follow. On Leif Erikson Day, we cele-
brate the accomplishments of Leif Erikson and his crew, and we honor
the many contributions of Nordic Americans to our Nation.

The journey of Leif Erikson reflects the spirit that has made America
strong, as the desire to explore and understand is part of our national
character. Today, we continue to push the frontiers of knowledge in
many areas and especially with our exploration of space, drawn to the
heavens as we were once drawn to the open seas.

Generations of Nordic Americans have come to our country with a
sense of determination and optimism, and they have helped build a
stronger and more vibrant Nation. On Leif Erikson Day, we celebrate
Nordic Americans, as well as the ties between America and the Nordic
nations. We are joined by a common respect for liberty, human rights,
and the dignity of every person. Working together, we are spreading
freedom and hope, and we are helping to build a better and more com-
passionate world.

To honor Leif Erikson, son of Iceland and grandson of Norway, and to
celebrate our citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the Congress, by
joint resolution (Public Law 88–566) approved on September 2, 1964,
has authorized and requested the President to proclaim October 9 of
each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2005, as Leif Erikson
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies, activities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-Amer-
ican heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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